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Headquarters. Colonel French advises on the 
training and organization of 40,000 United 
States Air Force Security Forces who protect 
our national security every day. 

Colonel French was commissioned through 
the University of Connecticut Air Force Re-
serve Officer Training Corps, where he was a 
distinguished graduate. He has commanded 
an Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron in 
Oman and the International Military Police at 
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel French has had a re-
markable record of success in the Air Force— 
but don’t take my word for it. He has received 
the Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with 
three oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal with one oak leaf cluster, as well 
as the Army Commendation Medal, Joint 
Service Achievement Medal, Air Force 
Achievement Medal, and Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award with Valor Device and 
two oak leaf clusters. 

Closer to home, Colonel French has played 
a key role at Worcester Polytechnic Institute’s 
Foisie Business School—where he manages 
an $8,000,000 budget and operations for the 
40 faculty and staff assigned to the school. He 
also serves as an adjunct teaching professor. 

Mr. Speaker, in every city and town across 
America, there are people who know that pub-
lic service is more than just a career—it is a 
calling. People who see problems and want to 
fix them; people who know that through hard 
work, they can truly make a difference for their 
country. Throughout his life, it’s clear that 
Colonel French is one of those people—and 
for that we are grateful. 

On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives, I offer my most sincere 
thanks to Colonel French for his service to our 
nation, and a very heartfelt congratulations on 
his retirement. 
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Thursday, July 26, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an inspiring activist, 
dedicated servant for mankind, and former 
South African Ambassador to the Caribbean, 
Thandeka (Thandi) Luthuli Gcabashe. Ambas-
sador Gcabashe will be in Albany, Georgia 
this week and it is my honor and pleasure to 
welcome her to the Second Congressional 
District of Georgia where she will be visiting 
her friend of longstanding, Dougherty County 
Commissioner, Gloria Gaines. 

Thandeka, also known as Thandi, is one of 
two daughters born to Chief Albert Luthuli and 
Nokukhanya Bhengu. Chief Luthuli was Nel-
son Mandela’s predecessor in the African Na-
tional Congress where he served as President 
from 1952–1967. He was also the second 
black man to win the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his nonviolent approach to fighting South Afri-
ca’s Apartheid. 

Throughout her life, Ambassador Gcabashe 
continued to uphold her father’s dedication to 
peace and human rights through her work in 
South Africa and the United States of Amer-
ica. While in South Africa, she coordinated 

South Africa’s Peace Education Program and 
lectured to civic, cultural, and educational insti-
tutions on the pressing issues surrounding 
Apartheid. In 1970, shortly after the death of 
her father, she fled South Africa with her hus-
band and four children, and they settled in At-
lanta, Georgia with the help of the American 
Embassy and the late activist, Mrs. Caretta 
Scott-King. While in the U.S., she continued to 
condemn the Apartheid and played a pivotal 
role in coordinating the American response. 
She returned to South Africa in 1996, following 
the end of Apartheid. She went on to join 
South Africa’s Department of Foreign Affairs in 
1998 and in 1999 was appointed Ambassador 
to Venezuela, Latin America, and the West In-
dies (the Caribbean). 

Former Ambassador Gcabashe’s work has 
earned her numerous awards and accolades 
such as the ONI Award from the International 
Black Women’s Congress, the Civil Liberation 
Award from the Civil Liberties Union of Geor-
gia, and an honorary Doctorate from Haver-
ford College. 

Nelson Mandela said, ‘‘A good head and a 
good heart are always a formidable combina-
tion.’’ Ambassador Gcabashe undoubtedly 
possesses this combination and the evidence 
is noted in her distinguished service to her 
country, devotion to her work, and the com-
passion she has shown for the people of the 
Caribbean. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing former South African Am-
bassador, Thandeka (Thandi) Luthuli 
Gcabashe. The Second Congressional District 
of Georgia welcomes this outstanding woman 
and applauds her dedication and service to 
the betterment of mankind. 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to join my colleagues in condemning the 
President’s cruel and inhumane family separa-
tion policy and its failure to reunite children 
with their families. 

Over two months ago, the Attorney General 
of the United States announced this adminis-
tration’s inhumane and cruel child separation 
policy. 

This policy was the function of hasty political 
considerations and incomplete calculations of 
the ramifications of what such an abhorrent 
policy would do to the children implicated, the 
parents who brought them to our country in 
the hopes of a better life, a nation that has 
watched in horror, and a global community 
aghast at the measures being taken pursuant 
to this ‘‘zero tolerance’’ policy. 

I have returned from my second trip to the 
Southern border in as many months. 

I was there to conduct effective oversight to 
reexamine whether families are being reunited 
and to determine what due process is avail-
able to these individuals in the United States 
Courts and where these individuals can seek 
corrective action for that which confronts them. 

When I visited the border last month and 
the federal detention facilities that housed par-
ents and children quarantined from one an-
other, what I witnessed was horrific and unfor-
gettable. 

One baby, 9-month-old Roger, had been 
taken from his 19-year-old sister after she was 
prosecuted for crossing the border illegally. 

Their mother is dead, and they were coming 
here to find family. 

Little Leah, just one year old, was taken 
from a grandmother and a sister. 

The pain was no less visceral when speak-
ing with mothers wondering where their chil-
dren have gone. 

In South Texas I met Gabby, from Hon-
duras, who had a 45 day-old baby taken from 
her, and while housed at the facility had not 
yet been treated or given medical attention. 

To be sure, these children are not alone. 
To date, thousands of children remain sepa-

rated from their parents. 
In fact, once this administration realized that 

the optics of this child separation policy were 
not favorable, the administration attempted to 
disperse the quarantined children to faraway 
corners from where they were separated— 
South Texas—and away from their parents. 

Indeed, one of the locations proposed to 
house these children was a shelter in my con-
gressional district—the 18th District of 
Texas—ironically, on Emancipation Avenue. 

The goodness and decency of the residents 
of my district, gleaned from their opposition to 
this policy, was immediately and abundantly 
clear. 

Citizens organized throughout our commu-
nity to make their opposition to this plan 
known loud and clear. 

Congressional action must reflect the pas-
sionate activism of our fellow Americans. 

Upon returning to the Congress, together 
with my colleagues on the House Judiciary 
Committee, and its Ranking Member JERRY 
NADLER, we introduced H.R. 6135, ‘‘Keep 
Families Together Act.’’ 

This bill promotes family unity by prioritizing 
keeping families together. 

It would prohibit the Department of Home-
land Security (‘‘DHS’’) from separating children 
from their parents except in extraordinary cir-
cumstances. 

The bill requires an independent child wel-
fare agent official to review any such separa-
tion and return the child if no harm to the child 
is present. 

Thereafter I wrote to the President and was 
joined by 57 of my colleagues, asking him to 
end this policy, but also additionally to: Order 
the immediate cessation of the zero-tolerance 
policy for criminal illegal entry; 

Reinstate the highly successful family case 
management program, which avoids the cas-
cading ills associated with the President’s 
child separation policy, while accounting for 
the law enforcement concerns at the heart of 
border enforcement; 

Conduct a census of all accompanied immi-
grant children as well as a count of all unac-
companied immigrant or refugee children 
housed at facilities unknown to Congress; 

Restore eligibility for asylum status for those 
fleeing gang violence or domestic violence; 

And prohibit federal agencies from assisting 
any State from terminating the parental rights 
of any person whose child was removed. 

To date, the President has not responded to 
this letter. 

Indeed, it appears as if the President’s lack 
of response to the letter I led is indicative of 
the administration’s overall tact towards legiti-
mate inquiries for oversight, like that which is 
prescribed by Article I of the Constitution. 
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